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PART VI
- LIVESTOCK, DATIRYING AND PCULTRY -

. -Since the earliest farm settlements, livestock and - their products have played
an. important pert of Skagit County’s agricultural economy, The dairy, beef cattle
and poultyy industry has developed ‘to where it constitutes the primary farming .
activity of the county, In the Skagit~Bamish lowlands, many of ‘them diked. or
dralned lands, are located.some of the finest dairy and pasture lands of the state.

Census of Agriculture data indicate that in 1959 about 57,8 percent of: all
farm products sold, in terms of ocash returns to Skagit County farmers, wors.de«"
rived from livestock and livestock products. The value of all animals and their
products marketed was $9,167,984, -Dairy products alone.x?éde up nearly 35 percent
of the county's ¢omiuercial farm sales. Skagit. ranked fourth in 1959 among Washinge
ton counties in nwiber of milk cows and in value of dairy. products sodd. In
addition, the county’s poultry industry ranked seventh in the number of chickens.
on farms and in the volume of eggs sold. o L L
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‘Total Value o:f"_ Livestock Sold Alives $2,03%,366

Sources U. 3. Census of agriculture, 1959,

Figure 12, Value of Iivestock Sold Alive
Skagit County, 1959



L6 Skagit County, Washington

1ivestock Iremcis
Signiﬁ.cant changes have occurved in the livastock farming of Skagit County

5»2 432.063 in 19‘&0 to $9,167, 98“- in 1959. There have been net gains in cattle,
chickens and sheep from 1940 to 1959 but at the same time hogs, turkeys, horses
and mules have dropped in numbers, Changes have also ocuurred in the countyt's
production of dairy and poultry products. Although the production of whole milk
has increased over the years, the amount of cream sold off the farms has been
reduced considerably. Egg production, on the other hand, has more than doubled
since the late 1940°sg,

Cattle! Deef and Dairy Favming

Cattle, including both dairy and beef animals, are the most valusble items
in Skagit County agricwlture. Dairy farms have continued to dominate the live-~
stock enterprise. Dairying is well adapted to the climatic and topographic cone
ditions of the county because dairy cows are efficient unsers of grass on semi-
cropland, hilly slopes and poorly drained lowlands., Eoth milk and beef cattle
nunbers have been on an increase in recent years. Improvements in quality and
more .efficient husbandry practices have been important factors contributing
toward this increase,

Table 268, Iivestock Numbers on Farms
Skaeit County, 1939-1962

danuary 1 Numbers on Farms

Year | 411 Cattle | Beef Cattle | Dairy Cattle

(hesd) (head} {(head)
19391 35,100 4,500 30,600
1940 { 35,200 5,000 30,200
1| 36,600 5,200 31,400
lgh 1 37,700 5,700 32,000
19431 38,500 4,800 33,700
1944 1 39,300 55500 33,800
1451 38,900 5,300 33,600
1946 1 37,400 6,500 31,000
%471 35,900 6,400 29,500
1948 | 35,600 - 6,500 29,200
I9H9 1 35,600 8,000 27,600
19501 34,900 7,400 27,500
1950} 34,200 . 7,700 26,500
19521 35,900 . 9,700 26,200
19531 39,600 12,100 27,700
1954 | 42,200 12,800 29,400
19551 44,600 © 14,000 30,600
1956 | 43,800 11,400 32,400
1957 372700 6,700 A,000
19581 38,000 7,300 30,700
19591 1,300 10,500 30,800
319601 44,200 © 11,400 32,800
19601 46,000 12,100 33,500
1962 | 48,000 13,600 34,400

Source: BStatisticel Reporting Service, U,.S.D.A.



being sold from dairy farms. Cream sales reached 90.829 po
year. ce then, cream sold off the farms has dwindled to 1,125 pounds in 1959,
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The 1962 nunber of cattle in Skagit County was nearly double that of 1920,
The Census of 1920 emumerated 24,800 head as compared with the estimated figure of
48,000 in 1962, A1l cattle mumbers ranged between 35,000 and 40,000 head during
the perdod from 1939 to 1953 and then reached a high of 44,600 in 1955 only to drop
to 37,700 in 1957, The 1940-1955 period was one in which many part-time farmers
were fully employed in off~farm work. The lebor supply for intensive dairy farming
was less during this period. These two factors, in addition to the strong demand
for beef during ivordd ifar IT, account for the rise in mumbers of all. cattle and the
expansion of beef livestock raising which requires less labor and investument in
equipnient than dairy husbandry. During the mid-1950's, feed lots in central Wash-
ington, particularly the Columbia Basin, began to exert their influence on the
cattle numbers in western Washington, Many Skagit County dairy steers, which would
have ordinarily been kept on the dairy farms, were shipped to eastern Washington
feedlots. This, plus the 1956 drop in Skagit County's clover-tinothy preduction,
contributed to the decrease in the county's cattle numbers in 1956 and 1957.
Since 1957 therc has been 2 gradual inerease in both beef and milk cattle. About

72 percent of the 1962 total number was dairy cattle.

Since 1920 the sale of whole milk from Skagit County dairy farms has greatly
increased while the selling of cream and farm butter has markedly decreased. Goed
market conditions during wWorld War IT gave a strong impetus to dairy products.,

The Census figures. few 1944 recorded a peak of 147,128,809 pounds of whole milk

Whole milk sales from farms also declined for a short period after Viorld War II

but has been on an upward trend since 1949, Farms reporting sales of whole milk
declined over 53 percent--from 1,497 in 1949 to 703 in 1959. Farms which sold
cream numbered 37 in 1949 and in 1959 was 5. Daixy specialty farms which numbered
987 in 1950 dropped to 457 in-1959. Increasing costs in recent years have resulted
in a trend toward fewer bhut larger, more efficient dairy operations, Skagit County
dairy cattle numbers have been maintained above 30,000 head since 1955, reaching

-+ 34,400 in 1962.

Table 29. Dairy Products Sold From Farms
Skagit County, 1949-1959-

Ml
Your | or Whole Milk Selq | Butterfat in
T ! eweean Sold Cream Sold
Dollars Pounds Pounds
1949 | 4,047,900 109,481,720 7l 566
195% | &,477,761| 118,690,158 | 15,108
1959 | 5,550,915] 126,125,771 1,125

Source: U. S. Census of Agriculture.

Livestock are located mainly in the Samish and Skagit River valley lowlands
in the central and western sections of the county. UAth mountainous terrain and
heavy forest, eastern Skagit County has little or no cattle, The heaviest con-
centration, both dairy and beef animals, is found in the Samish Valley. The Skagit
and LaConner Flats between lLount Vernon and Fidalgo Island is the second most ime
portant area for dairy and beef cattle. The islands of the county are not heavily
‘stocked with cattle, There is some swummer seasonal movement of cattle to the
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alpine grassiands on the high mountains flaniing the Upper Skagit Valley. iach
of the grazing lands in these high mountain lands are located within i.ount Baker

National Forest and ere managed by the federal government.
Boultyy Ferming | .
’ Poultry farming has made. steady progress since the decline between 1944 and

1949, Sales of poultry and poultry products from Skagit County farms have ine
creased 29 percent from $1,219,695 in 1949 to 31,575,773 in 1959, Chickens sold
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nurbered:153,055 in 1949 compared with 571,349 in 1959, Farms specializing in

poultry, hovever, decreased in number during tho decade begimning in 1950 from
145 to 87. . The total number of famms which sold chickens andfor eggs also de~
clined during this period. Suall farm flooks are rapidly becoudng extinet. The
current trend is toward large cormercial flocks on. specialized poultyry farms,.
Among vashington counties, Skagit ranked eighth in the nurber of chickens sold
and was severth in eggs sold for 1959, - ) o

The number of chickens four months end older on farms in Skagit County in
1939 was 269,471, an inerease of sbout 80 pércent from the low of 150,016 in -
1949, The trend in chicken numbers since 1949 has been gradually upward., Poultrye
men utilize both light-weight and heavy-welght breeds, The White lLeghorn is
E I

favored for egg production, whereas such breeds as Rhode Island Reds. New Hamoe
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shire and others are popular as m

Table 30, Chickens, Lggs and Turkeys
Skagit County, 1939-1959 ~
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Chickens Y/ | igg Production |Turkeys Raised
ear | (birds) v (dozens) (birds)

. 1939 | 216,973 2,577,782 10,491
1984 | 221,130 245955209 23,797
1949 | 150,016 1,700,793 2/ 19,661
1954 | 206,022 2,269,492 2/ 3,412

1959 | 269,471 3,623,908 2/ 111

1/ Four months and older. 2/ Bggs sold.
Source: U, 5. Census of Agriculture.

Eggs sold: off Skagit County farns in 1959 amounted to 3,623,908 dozen or an
Anorease of 59.7 percent above the 1954 sales. Over 200 farms reoported having
fold eggs in 1959 compared with nearly 400 in 195%. 'The current trend is toward
;ariz rgcmmrm’iai flocks and specialized poultry farms referred to as egy

ac es:‘. .

N In thf past, pogltm meat was a by-product of egg 'production. Now it has
vecome an iiportant farm product on its own right, In 1959, 365,500 broilers were
sold off 12 ‘Skegit County farms, Other chickens sold numbered 205,849 and ware

reported by 137 farus,
Skagit County's turkey production is insignificant, Only 11 birds were rew

po'rted in 1959 by 23 farms. Tarkey numbers have steadily declined since a hi
of 23,797 bixds Yecorded by the Census of Agriculture in 194, ¥ : gh



Crop and Livesiock Reporiing Service Bulletin L9

Sheep

Sheep raising also has been a minor part of Skagit County livestock farming,
Fron the high of 5,453 head in 1930, sheep numbers declined to 1,449 in 1949. By
1959, however, nunbers nearly doubled to 2,883, ' Only three farms reported flocks
of over 800 head. ILibre than 1,500 sheep and lanbs worth $19,851 were sold alive
in 1959 by Skagit County farmers while 15,626 pounds of wool were shora fron
1,755 sheep.

Table 31. Hogs, Shaep, Horses and Miles
Skagit County, 1939-1959
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Hogs Sheep | Horses and imles
Tear | (hoad) | (heads (head)
1939 | 2,544 | 1,691 3,068
Whe | 2,627 1 1,570 2,401
1949 | 1,731 1,449 1,467
1959 | 1,063} 2,883 736

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,
Hogs

Hogs have gradually decreased in Skagit County since 1920. The 1920 Census
enunerated 7,382 hogs, pigs and sows on Skagit Cownty farms, whereas in 1959, only
1,063 head were recorded. This reduction in mumbers has been a result of changes
in farming practices and a shift from general to more specialized farming. Come
pared with 1920, fewer farmers raise hogs for on-farm slaughter and home use as
fresh and cured meats. The commercial raising of hogs and the use of land for
grain feed and the diversion of skim milk and other by-products to produce pork
has been found less profitable than dairy and beef cattle ralsing in the county.

The distribution of hogs is characterized by concentrations in areas near the

major towns. The heaviest concentration is found in the vicinity around Sedro
Woolley,

Horses and inles

The number of horses and mules in Skegit County has declined greatly since
1920 as the need for work and draft animals decreased in the weke of farm mechani-
gation. liost of the present horses are used for pleasure riding and packing in
the. forest and mountain recreational areas of the county, In 1920 there were
4,374 horses and mules on farms and in 1959 there were only 736 head.
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" Tagble 32, Livestock Sold From Farms

Skagit County, 1959

Livestock Sold | o Mnber of | yunber Sold Value in Dollars
Cattle 983 9sLh3 1,753,930
Calves 731 6,755 207,775
Horses and Miles 35 75 32,350
Hogs ancl Pigs 36 620 20,160
Sheep and Lawbs 56 2,527 19,851
Broilers 12 " 365,500 No data
Chickens (other than
' broilers) 137 205,849 No data

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959,




